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8(a) Applicants in Defense-Critical Industries

On August 25,2026, the U.S. Small Business Administration and the U.S.
Department of War announced the establishment of the Smaller War Plants
Commission.

The Smaller War Plants Commission will end the era of dependence by
putting the full weight of the federal government behind the small businesses
that power our defense industrial base.

This historic partnership will help small firms expand, innovate, and hire to
deliver world-class, Made in America capabilities to our warfighters. It
presents a significant opportunity for the 8(a) program to prioritize truly
capable firms that keep America safe.

The SBA will meet this challenge by prioritizing the review of 8(a) program
applications from businesses operating in defense-critical industries.
Agencies, procuring officers, and the taxpayers deserve confidence that
certified 8(a) firms are truly capable of delivering. Thus, the SBA will conduct
merit-based reviews of all 8(a) applicants to verify whether they meet
mandatory potential for success requirements.

What defense-critical industries are prioritized?

.,

332992 - Small Arms Ammunition Manufacturing

332993 - Ammunition (except Small Arms) Manufacturing

336414 - Guided Missile and Space Vehicle Manufacturing

336413 - Other Aircraft Parts and Auxiliary EQquipment Manufacturing

334511 - Search, Detection, Navigation, Guidance, Aeronautical, and Nautical
System and Instrument Manufacturing

334419 - Other Electronic Component Manufacturing

331110 - Iron and Steel Mills and Ferroalloy Manufacturing

332710 - Machine Shops

332999 - All Other Miscellaneous Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturing
336611 - Ship Building and Repairing



Next Steps for Pending Individually-Owned 8(a)
Applications

I have a pending 8(a) individual application submitted prior to September 10,
2026. What will happen with my existing application?

« Starting no earlier than September 10, 2026, SBA will return your application
to allow you to establish social disadvantage consistent with the new rules. In
addition, you will have the opportunity to review and update your business
and financial information on record.

+ Pending timely completion of the required updates and successful re-
submission of your application, SBA will continue processing your current
application.

How will SBA return my application?
e Your application will be returned through the “Return to Business” (RTB)
process in the SBA Certifications system.
e The RTB will place your application in an open draft status, which will enable
you to make the required updates to your application.

How will | know when my application has been returned?
e You will receive a system notification with further instructions once your
application has been returned.
e Please closely monitor your email and SBA Certification system notifications
for updates.

Once |l complete the updates and resubmit, will my application keep its current
place in the processing queue?
e Generally, yes. Your original submission date will be retained in the system.
e Once you resubmit your application, we will process it from oldest to newest
based on original submission date. Except for firms in defense critical
industries that will receive priority review.

What is the expected processing time once | complete the updates and resubmit
my application?
e Each application results in varying resource considerations, including time.
As such, SBA cannot definitively estimate individual processing times for
resubmitted applications.
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e SBAwill review 8(a) applications while maintaining record low processing
times for WOSB/EDWOSB, VOSB/SDVOSB, and HUBZone applications.

Besides evidence of social disadvantage, what other application information
must be updated during the RTB process?
e Submitted documents

o Financial documents. Ensure SBA has the two most recent Federal
business income tax filings; three most recent Federal personal income
tax filings; and current business financial statements (including a
balance sheet and a profit and loss statement).

o Updated business documents. Submit any additional business
documents that have been updated since your original submission
(e.g., latest meeting minutes, amended Operating Agreement, etc.).

e Application questionnaire responses

o Social Disadvantage questionnaire. Questions related to the prior social
disadvantage requirements will be archived, and you will be required
to answer new questions.

o General application questionnaire. Review your prior responses to all
other application questions and update as necessary to ensure the
information on file is current and accurate.

e Contributor information

o Depending on their ownership percentage, involvement in the
business, and other factors, some application Contributors may be
required to update and resubmit Contributor information before you
can resubmit the application.

e Additional certifications

o Ifyour pending 8(a) application includes an application for another
SBA certification, review the application information associated with
the additional certification(s) to ensure it is current and accurate.

Will I need to provide a lengthy narrative for the new social disadvantage
standard?

e No, alengthy social disadvantage narrative is not necessary or desired.

e Instead, the application will require applicants to upload evidence and select
the relevant type of governmental or private entity (state or local
government, university, corporation, other) and the type of action (policy,
rule, regulations, other action).
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What are the new standards to establish “social disadvantage?”

1. Anindividual claiming social disadvantage (“applicant”) must demonstrate that
an identifiable group suffered discrimination or bias; and

2. Attest that he or she was a member of such a group at the time of the
governmental or private entity's action or during the effective period of the relevant
action, policy, rule, regulation, or other practice; and

3. Attest that he or she suffered material harm because of that action, policy, rule,
regulation, or other practice.

Is there a deadline for completing the updates?

e Yes. Applications must be updated and resubmitted within 45 calendar
days of the RTB notification date, or the system will automatically close the
application and applicants must start a new application.

e IMPORTANT: after completing your application update, you MUST navigate
to the final page of the application and resubmit the application. Your
response is not considered complete—and SBA will not resume processing—
until you have resubmitted the application.

Where can | go for help?
e Contact the SBA help desk at 1-866-443-4110 or certifications@sba.gov.
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